
 

 

BELMONT WETLANDS STATE PARK LOOKS SET TO EXPAND 
CAMPING AND 4WD ACCESS   

Ben Mondy  

You not might be aware that in the last six months 

Belmont Wetland State Park has received almost a 

million dollars through two Crown Land grants. The 

money was provided with a view to support infrastructure 

upgrades and improve community enjoyment. In a 

Crown Land press release from May they recognised the 

Park’s growth in popularity as a recreation area. The 

Park recorded a 45 per cent increase in visitations, with 

over 139,000 people visiting in the previous nine months. 

In the 1960s the area was pillaged by sand mining with 

the sand used for rutile and zircon, construction and 

even exported to cover the black sand beaches of Hawaii. 

By the late 1990s only the foredunes remained and the 

landscape was flattened. The owners, BHP, then tried to 

develop the land with a proposal for 2500 homes.  

It took years of incredible local community effort to stop 

that development, and the “Save Belmont Wetlands,” 

group did exactly what it said on their tin. In 2006 the 

Belmont Wetlands State Park (BWSP) was set up, with 

a board of volunteers overseeing its management. It was 

gazetted as a Crown Reserve for public recreation, 

coastal environmental protection and tourism facilities 

and services. 

In the last five years it has become one of the state’s 

most popular beach 4WD locations, and the closest to 

Sydney. That’s unsurprising as the BWSP Board does a 

good job of advertising the park as a 4WD hub. Weekly, 

monthly and annual permits are sold on their website. In 

recent years, those numbers have been capped, with 

third party licensees no longer selling the permits. 

However, especially during the Christmas holiday period 

and Australia Day, the numbers are huge. 

The main problem is this stretch of beach has zero 

facilities. For the last few years there’s been no toilets, 

bins or fresh water. BWSP advises all visitors to bring 

their own portable loo and also take all their waste away.  

 

That doesn’t happen, and the refuse left behind is a 

constant blight on the beach. It has forced volunteers 

and groups like the “Blacksmiths to Redhead Let’s Keep 

it Clean” group, made up of local 4WD enthusiasts, to 

maintain cleanup operations and education programs to 

clean up the mess left behind by campers. 

Redhead Village Newsletter 

Redhead Village Newsletter 
No.36 October 2021 

AS A BIT OF HISTORY, FOR 6,000 YEARS NINE 

MILE BEACH WAS BORDERED BY HUGE SAND 

HILLS. THE REDHEAD DUNES WERE FIRST 

RUTTED FOR THE USE OF COAL EXTRACTION 

IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY.    



In February this year the Park received $286,505 from 

the Crown Reserves Improvement Fund to construct two 

waterless composting toilet blocks. That is a great step, 

even if the block is two kilometres away from where most 

of the visitors set up camp 

MEANWHILE THE FRAGILE FRONTAL SAND 

DUNES, ALREADY DECIMATED BY YEARS OF 

MINING ABUSE HAVE BEEN TRASHED. 

Aerial studies show the sand dunes are moving inland at 

a rapid rate as the pioneer sand binding plants are killed 

by vehicles. The marked tracks are being ignored with 

many Youtube clips showing 4WD racing all over the 

dunes. 

Another grant, this time for an eye-watering $700,000 

came in May. In their own BWSP website it states, “The 

economic value (of the park) is currently un-realised and 

there is potential to improve management and generate 

funding.” It seems BWSP is determined to see this 

beautiful stretch of coast be used currently as is, or 

expanded. Of course, investment in the environment and 

infrastructure is needed, but will this only serve to attract 

more people? 

 

The only people that can camp on the beach, by 

definition, are 4WD users. And having invested a million 

dollars, it seems that the die is cast. While there is 

significant economic value added by the tourists, it’s hard 

not to feel it is coming at the expense of the natural 

environment and the local community, many of whom 

fought so hard to preserve it. 

As a community we need to band together and have a 

voice on what is a valuable part of our coast and 

community. As an example, the Land Manager Board 

(LMB) meets monthly, and if there is an issue you would 

like tabled, there is a form on their website on the Contact 

page. 

https://www.belmontwetlands.com.au/contact.html 

Let’s get together to see what action can be 
achieved. 

ENERGY WAVE UPDATE 

Colin Mondy 
We began the EnergyWave project early in 2020. Our 

Redhead Village Newsletters provided information to 

people about how they might reduce their energy 

consumption and bills, by explaining the personal and 

environmental benefits of installing solar panels. 

Ausgrid supply data prior to 2020 showed that Redhead 

households were feeding solar energy back into the grid 

at amounts greater than our neighbouring suburbs and 

had reduced the rate of increase of energy consumption. 

We are waiting on the Ausgrid information for 20/21 but 

our survey of solar panels on rooves in Redhead shows 

a dramatic increase in installed panels compared to our 

survey last year. We are excited in anticipation of the 

final survey report later this year. 

 

The EnergyWave project and the production of the 

increased size of the Redhead Village Newsletters would 

not have been possible without the continued support 

of the Lake Macquarie City Council and funds that we 

received through their Community Environment Funding. 

One day we might have to become a host to our Pacific 

Island neighbours who have lost their homes to sea level 

rise. We might be a long way away from our goal of 

making our village an energy exporter but the people of 

Redhead are giving it a real good shake. 

 LET’S KEEP THE EFFORT UP AND THE 

ENERGY USE DOWN! 



CAIN STREET LANDCARE  

Greg Schumacher 
 

The Cain Street Landcare Team is 

approaching 30 years of active 

works in collaboration with the local 

community and Lake Macquarie City 

Council. 

The Reserve was part of the former sand mining 

operations along Redhead and Nine Mile Beaches, 

with the dredge located in the wetland at Second Creek. 

Post mining, rehabilitation was commenced by the 

mining operators with the introduction of bitou bush, 

coastal wattle and tea tree to stabilise the sand dunes. 

The area became dominated by impenetrable bitou 

with limited indigenous flora and consequently very 

little native fauna. 

AROUND 1990 SOME OF THE LOCAL KIDS 

STARTED CLEARING BITOU FROM AROUND 

ONE OF THE REMAINING EUCALYPTUS TREES 

TO MAKE A SWING.  

 

A bushfire then provided the catalyst for the Redhead 

CARE group and the community to clean up the site, 

contain bitou growth and plant indigenous species. This 

group became Cain Street Landcare. 

There were important early considerations, including 

the long-term goal to return the area to its original 

condition when cared for by the Awabakal people and 

to re-establish it as a green corridor for the movement 

of wildlife from the Awabakal Reserve, Freshwater 

Creek, Webb Park and onto the wetlands at Jewells 

and Belmont.   

It was also important to secure the land zoning and 

council control by creating a community asset with 

limited infrastructure to allow passive low impact 

recreation. Hence the provision of a single pathway, 

viewing platforms and wetland crossings. 

The common feature of restoring the coastal wetland 

succession and the wildlife corridor was the planting of 

the forest/woodland component adjacent to the wetland. 

This required selection of trees such as eucalyptus, 

banksia, melaleuca, grevillea and casuarina.  

THE BENEFIT OF THESE PLANTINGS IS 

THAT THEY ATTRACT AND SUPPORT 

FLORA AND FAUNA.  

The trees provide habitat for protection and nesting as 

well as food. The wetland provides a secure source of 

water.  

The selection of species for planting 28 years ago 

included habitat and food for koalas. The idea was that 

koalas could potentially use the reserve to travel 

between other corridors in and around Redhead linking 

the Awabakal, Dudley, Glenrock, Jewells, and Belmont 

reserves. Species included Eucalyptus robusta 

(swamp mahogany) as a primary food source as well 

as Eucalyptus botryoides (bangalay), Eucalyptus 

punctata (grey gum) and Melaleuca ericifolia (swamp 

paper bark).  

 

You can see these in the area from Hutchinson Street 

down to the duck pond. Each year we are seeing 

increasing numbers and diversity of indigenous flora 

and fauna returning to the reserve.   

Let’s make sure it includes koalas



59 YEARS OF HISTORY REDHEAD TENNIS CLUB 

Ian Lawrie President  

 

Redhead Tennis Club was formed in 1952.  

A public meeting held on 28th February in that year 

resulted in the formation of the Bowling and Tennis 

Clubs in the town. The scheme was started with a view 

to obtaining a grant of land from Lake Macquarie Shire 

Council and financial aid from the Joint Coal Board. 

 

 

The Council & Joint Coal Board supported the scheme 

and set aside land bounded by Cowlishaw, Steel and 

Burns streets and the boundary of land on which the 

Redhead Memorial Hall stands with the understanding 

that 100% voluntary labour could be guaranteed to 

support the club. 

The inaugural meeting of the Redhead Tennis Club was 

held on 2nd March 1952 when the foundation officers 

were elected, and a nomination fee of 2/- (20 cents) per 

member was declared. The first President of the Club 

was R. Murray. 

The Council decided to suspend the work that had been 

started on renovating the old tennis court in Burns Street 

and agreed to transfer all money and material allocated 

to the new schemes and go forward with new Courts. 

There were 38 people who attended that inaugural 

meeting on the 8th April 1952 including local Redhead 

identities; (Mesdemoiselles) Blair, Bliss and Jones; 

(Mesdames) Cowie, C. Hill, Hazell, Waite, Smith, Day, 

Ferguson, Bliss, Murray, Summers, and Atkinson. 

(Messrs.) Corke, Heath, Newton, Smith, Curruthers, C. 

Hill, Farmer, Hazell, Waite, Baldwin, Bliss, McCormack, 

Cowie, Standon, Shields, Ray, Yates, Ramplin, Blair, 

Gill and Atkinson.  

OUR PIONEERING CLUB MEMBERS MUST BE 

THANKED FOR THEIR WORK IN ESTABLISHING 

OUR REDHEAD TENNIS CLUB.  

By 1956 work had started on a second court and further 

work was continuing on the original clubhouse. In 1963 

discussions began on constructing a third tennis court. 

By 1975 a fourth court was developed and with the 

assistance of the Whitlam Government Regional 

Employment Development (RED) scheme a new Club 

House and BBQ area were constructed under the RED 

scheme. In the following years the excellent but high 

maintenance loam courts were replaced with hard 



courts. In the late 1970s the first of the modern artificial 

grass synthetic courts were installed. These were 

replaced in 1998. 

Today the club operates as a Community Social Tennis 

Club with some competition play and is active in 

developing junior players.  

 

MEMBERSHIP HAS BEEN OPEN TO ALL IN 

REDHEAD AND SURROUNDING AREAS. 

CURRENTLY THE PRESENT MEMBERSHIP IS IN 

EXCESS OF 250.THE COURTS ARE ALSO 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE TO THE PUBLIC. 

 

All money collected from membership fees and for court 

use is banked and saved towards upgrading and 

maintenance of the complex in partnership with LMCC. 

Hopefully by the end of October early November 2021 

the current Court Metal Halide lights will be replaced with 

modern Eco- Friendly 600w LED Sylvania Sports lights. 

This will provide a higher standard of lighting and also 

be environmentally friendly. 

In the near future, the 10-year-old artificial synthetic 

grass court surface will be replaced using club members’ 

funds in conjunction with LMCC and potentially a 

contribution from a grant the Club have applied for. 

Some assistance from Council will be required to 

stabilise the court base due to subsidence causing an 

uneven playing surface. 

 

 

 

The current RTC Committee is committed to maintaining 

the facility in good order for the future members and 

community of Redhead. 

 

The current RTC Committee consists of the following: 

 

 

 

 

President Ian Lawrie 

Vice President &  

Safety Officer 

Neil Rae 

Secretary Brenda Spencer 

Treasurer Leslie Clulow 

Maintenance &  

Booking Manager 

Stuart Dawson 

General Committee Steve Lee  

Ian Yorke  

Grahame Jones  

John Schofield. 



.  



REPLACE WEEDS WITH NATIVES  

Alison Cleary 

You can help look 

after Redhead's 

environment without 

leaving your yard! 

Lake Macquarie Landcare needs your help to stop some 

common garden "escapees" invading our local bushland.  

A web search will provide you photos of the following 

weeds: Ochna, Easter Cassia/Senna, Coastal Morning 

Glory, Turkey Rhubarb, Ground Asparagus and Green 

Cestrum. They are easily spread by birds, wind and 

water run-off from gardens into nearby bush where they 

displace the native plants. 

 

WHY NOT PLANT A NATIVE INSTEAD? A 

RANGE OF LOCAL NATIVES ARE AVAILABLE 

FOR SALE AT THE LAKE MACQUARIE 

LANDCARE NURSERY IN BOORAGUL AND AT 

THE TREES IN NEWCASTLE NURSERY AT 

JEWELLS.  

Some natives that grow well in our environment are 

Coastal Wattle, Guinea Flower, Blue Flax Lily, Cut-leafed 

Daisy, Purple Coral Pea, Silky Grevillea, Native Fuschia 

and Coastal Rosemary. There are many more native 

varieties you might like to try in your garden.  

 

 

 

 



REDHEAD PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE  

Lindsay Black 

At the height of the mining era in the 1970’s and 

80’s, Redhead was a close-knit community centered 

around the mine, the bowling club, the surf club, the 

cricket and soccer clubs, the school, Scouts, Girl Guides 

and the three churches.  

HELPED BY OUR ISOLATION FROM NEARBY 

SUBURBS BY BUSHLAND, THERE WAS A REAL 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY PURPOSE AND MUTUAL 

SUPPORT. 

Since those mining days, our village has changed a lot. 

We are a much more diverse group, and with many two 

income families, the internet, smartphones and social 

media, the pace of life has accelerated. There is less 

time available for community activities and as COVID 

ushers in big changes to the way we live and work, 

people are experiencing more disconnected lifestyles. 

However, the embers of our sense of community are 

still burning and worth keeping alive. Our surf and 

sports clubs are shining examples of local community 

involvement. A decade ago, LMCC encouraged the 

village to form the Redhead Sustainable Neighbourhood 

Group as a grass roots community group aimed at a 

more sustainable future for the village. At a public 

meeting at the bowling club, a Committee was formed.  

A range of projects were identified, including restoration 

of the mine buildings, a Men’s Shed, a community 

garden, Landcare support, Clean up Australia, Plastic 

bag replacement, development of Webb Park, and this 

village newsletter. All now successfully realised. The 

group has mobilised behind many local issues over the 

years. Our current focus is on the take-up of Solar panels. 

A glance at Redhead social media shows that there are 

still many local issues needing attention, such as youth 

activities, anti-social behaviour, 4WD’s on the beach and 

rising property crime. Our Sustainable Group can 

provide a support platform for dealing with these local 

issues. After 10 years of operation, the group is older and 

smaller than it once was, and we need to be more widely 

representative of the community to be truly effective. 

This is a call to 

all who have 

made Redhead 

their home, who 

have a passion for 

the place and its 

community values, 

to become 

involved and help 

ensure that our village continues to be such a unique and 

special place to live in and enjoy. We need your help.  

To join, email: sustainableredhead@gmail.com 

Redhead Sustainable Neighbourhood  
Vision: To celebrate and sustain our coastal village community, its assets and the surrounding natural 

environment for all to enjoy 

CONTACT US  Email: sustainableredhead@gmail.com 

Meeting: 2nd Tuesday every month, Redhead Bowling Club Marque 5-6pm 

WEBSITE: https://sustainableredhead.wordpress.com/ 

Newsletter Contributions  
All contributions are welcome from anyone receiving our Newsletter. Contact us, if you w ould like to place an 

ad, submit an article, or would like to learn more about us. Thanks to our sponsors who have supported us 

and for this edition we have provided a free ad:  

Redhead Pharmacy, Redhead Family Dental, Food Collective, Divinehair & Beauty,  

Stuart Dentures, RVR and HCB Solar 

mailto:sustainableredhead@gmail.com
https://sustainableredhead.wordpress.com/

